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Dear Legislation Committee,

I am writing with great concerns regarding the Clause 
124BA of the Children and Community Services 
Amendment Bill 2019, and ensuring of the free practice of 
religion here in Western Australia. I have major 
disagreements with the proposed government bill as it 
presently stands before Parliament, on religious, moral, 
psychological and discriminatory grounds, as stated below:

Australia prides itself on a country of welcoming religious 
freedom. In the Catholic Church’s instance, we are most 
grateful for this, but implementing this bill violates this 
practice, and by the laws of the Universal Church will cause 
bishops and priests to be automatically dismissed from their 
office, by a restriction of the government, and not of any 
fault of their own. If by good moral conscience they see it 
important/or necessary to not divulge such details for the 
welfare of the victim, they have no liberty of the right to not 
speak, nor is it their place to speak of such matters, 
divulged to them by victims in confidence. This is the right 
of the victim to divulge in such confidence, and approach 
Confession with the comfort and security of knowing that. 
The clergy volunteer their lives to the benefit of their 
community and society, provide emotional support and 
comfort, or sound advice to those who need it. If the bill is 
implemented, the clergy may be stripped of that trust in 
their community, because of no doing of their own, but by 
force of the government. As stated below, we in Australia 
have religious freedoms, but by stripping clergy of the seal, 
this can be seen as a violation of human rights within this 
country. 

The Seal of Confession provides a point of healing and 
support for survivors of sexual abuse, and in a large 
percent of the cases, it is utilised not by the abusers, but 
the victims, who seek solace and support. Removing this 
seal destroys this opportounity for Confession to be a free, 
confidential, and unbias space, provided out of hours, 
where survivors may find the support they need. The 
Catholic Church is only one of the five groups 
recommended by the Royal Commission to implement 
mandatory reporting. In this country, where we fight and 
pride ourselves on equality, this can be viewed as a gross 
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discrimination towards a singular religious organisation. If 
the legislative government is pressuring such a law be 
passed for the Catholic Church, why is it not being 
implemented for the other four outstanding organisations 
simultaneously? As stated in article 7.7 of the Royal 
Commission, new legislations should also be considered for 
the organisations below, yet no talk of it has been heard 
thus far:

a. Out-of-home care workers (excluding foster and 
kinship/relative carers)
b. Youth justice workers
 c. Early childhood workers
d. Registered psychologists and school counsellors

Unlike the above organisations, the Catholic Church within 
Australia is subject to the authority of the Vatican, and such 
a change of law  would be considered as insubordination 
for the Church in Australia, in relation to Rome. This would 
create a schism within the Church, not of any doing by the 
Catholics of Australia, but by an external force. Therefore 
for the 5 million Catholics within Australia, this can be be 
considered as a crime of human rights the government acts 
upon one fifth of its population. Furthermore, unlike  
registered medical practitioners in article 7.7 of the Royal 
Commission, the Catholic Church provides a much needed 
confidentiality to those victims, who may not have the 
means to pay for such mental health support. 

Moralistically, paedophiles very rarely confess their sins 
within the confessional. It was stated by Archbishop 
Costeloe on 18th March, 2020 that mosts priests rarely, if 
ever, had the sin and crime of sexual abuse confessed to 
them. The government clearly has a lack of understanding 
of the purpose of Confession, to consider removing the 
Seal of Confession would provide means to handling sexual 
abuse cases. Confession is a place where a willingness to 
amend and change one’s ways takes place. If an abuser 
does not wish this, or feels no remorse, then confession is 
obsolete for any purpose - it will no be utilised  There 
leaves no reason for an abuser to use the service. On the 
other hand, for those abusers who may wish to correct their 
ways, Confession provides a point of 'ground zero’ per se to 
admit guilt and wrong. Those who truly feel remorse would 
then know they must face up to their crimes and go to the 
statutory authorities. If the abusers do not wish to do this, 
Confession may provide a rare opportunity for the priest to 
challenge the abuser of their crime, and explain the 
necessity to do so.

Finally, the Catholic Church within Australia has 



implemented 79 of the 80 recommendations by the 
commission. This alone provides evidence of the 
willingness of the Church as an organisation to help and 
prevent such abuse to happen again. This final point of the 
Seal of Confession can not be ruled upon in the Church of 
Australia, as explained above, and therefore is out of the 
hands of the Catholic Church within this country. 
Personally, as a teacher within the Catholic Education 
system of Western Australia, I can confidently say the 
approach to the care and safeguarding of children is highly 
emphasised, from the approach of the teachers, and staff, 
and the necessary online assessment we must take each 
year for the safeguarding of our students. 

I sincerely hope you consider the points above, with a 
religious unbias, I hope this country still attains, and I 
appreciate the efforts of our government to ensure the best 
laws for the future of this country.

Yours Sincerely,

Grace Feltoe




